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Newsletter from Mrs. Gossett
Dear Wonderful Heights Families,
Thank you for another great week of school and the coldest one we can remember in a long time.
Please read the information below to keep informed about things happening around campus.

Lost and Found
With the colder temperatures, our lost and found has exploded with many lost sweaters and water
bottles. We keep our lost and found in the cafeteria so that students can check for any missing items
during their lunch time. If parents would like to check lost and found during the school day, please
enter through the o�ce and show your ID to obtain a visitor’s badge. If you are out in the pick up area
after school and would like to check the lost and found, please just let one of the staff members know
and they will direct you to the cafeteria. Badging in with your ID is not required after school.

Teacher Web Pages
Please make sure to check teacher web pages weekly. We are working on sending out a weekly email
to let you know about updates for the week that address what the students are learning in class.

Writing Assessment
Teachers on the English side of instruction have given students a text dependent writing assessment
this past week for informative writing. For this assessment students read a non�ction passage(s) and
respond to an essay prompt, where the purpose of the piece is to inform and provide facts about the
topic. In kindergarten, a typical informative writing piece is about 2 sentences while in fourth grade a
multi paragraph response is more typical. Students in the different grade levels were given a
passage(s) to read and a prompt to write about. The teachers will use the next few TCT days to score
the writing samples. Our students writing is scored in the following three areas:
Purpose, Focus and Organization - meaning the writer stays on topic and organizes ideas and facts
from the reading passage(s).
Evidence and Elaboration - meaning the writer develops the topic with facts from the text and uses
vocabulary related to the topic. Conventions - meaning the writer shows correct use of grammar,
capitalization, punctuation and spelling.



Below is the writing standard that we are assessing. This information is from the Arizona’s English
Language Arts Standards for kindergarten through fourth grade and only focuses on the
informative/explanatory standard. By reading below you can see the difference in the expectations in
informative writing from kindergarten through fourth grade. Here is also a link to the Informative-
Explanatory Essay Writing Guide (Grades 3-5). Our AZ Department of Education does not have an
Essay Writing Guide for grades K-2.

Grade Level Writing Standard

K
With guidance and support from adults, use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to
compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply
some information about the topic.

1
Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic,
and provide some sense of closure.

2
Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and de�nitions to
develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

3
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding
comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with facts, de�nitions, and details.
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within
categories of information.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section.

4
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include
formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with facts, de�nitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and
examples related to the topic.
c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example,
also, because).
d. Use precise language and domain-speci�c vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.

Mark your calendars for these important dates:

February 1 - Dine Out Night at Lou Malnati’s - Please make sure to remind your server that you are with
Madison Heights so that we can receive a portion of your bill as a fundraiser.
February 1-3 - Parent Teacher conferences
February 3 - $1 Dress Day - donate a $1 to PTO and wear non uniform clothing to school
February 8 - PTO meeting in the Cafeteria, 6:00 - 7:00 pm (Pizza Provided)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rbFvUHnZ8ujwcUVVGQ3TE426f7Txc1ML/view?ts=63d03dfa


February 23 - Second Grade Concert at the Madison Center for the Arts
February 24 - Spring Picture Day and Glow Crazy Party sponsored by PTO

Thank You to PTO

Another special shout out to our PTO for organizing the Thank You Lunch for teachers and staff on
Wednesday from APEX. The delicious lunch was from Little Miss BBQ.

Dad's Club
Thank You to the Dads Club
A special shout out to the Dads Club for taking on morning drop off responsibilities this past week. We
really appreciate the extra help in the morning. If you are interested in being a part of the Dads Club
you can email madisonheightsdadsclub@gmail.com or visit their website
madisonheightsdads.wixsite.com/heightsdadsclub.

mailto:madisonheightsdadsclub@gmail.com
https://madisonheightsdads.wixsite.com/heightsdadsclub?fbclid=IwAR2uTBp3V-J5xrQpMIXPvgSiWfWbPTYKARdrxC5PfwZkVr9WETqbRKBWjgo


Volunteers
Cafeteria Serving Line Volunteers
As you know, we already have lunchroom volunteers to help students with opening packages and
helping with general clean up. Here is a new volunteer opportunity in the cafeteria if you like working
the serving line? We have had a part time job opening for several months now and have not been able
to �nd someone to �ll the position. If you are interested in this part time position use this link to apply.
We are asking for volunteers until the position is �lled. We are looking for 1-2 volunteers each day to
help serve lunch from 10:30 - 12:30pm. Volunteers do not need any experience and do not need a food
handler's card, all that is required is hair up off of the shoulders and a smile. If you are interested in this
volunteer opportunity, please contact our Cafeteria Manager - Katie Effa at keffa@madisoned.org.
Remember you will need to be an approved volunteer to take part in this opportunity. Thank you for
your consideration.

https://cdn.smore.com/u/e189/34c34984d186b7925d25e757cac9827b.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/fd35/fc399bb41fba911231ff6212fdc3ec72.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/f48b/3414a4b8ae52ebe807b1d5ca5bbe8e5f.jpeg
https://madisonaz.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=2440
mailto:keffa@madisoned.org


*UPDATE* Free Meals Available for Students Who Qualify for
Reduced Meal Pricing

Free or Reduced Lunch Applications -
We are noticing some students are accumulating large amounts being owed for school lunch. Please
make sure you have applied for Free or Reduced Lunch so that meal accounts can be charged at a
reduced rate or even free if you qualify. Use this link: https://family.titank12.com/ to apply for Free or
Reduced Lunch for your student(s), by clicking on the “Apply for Meals Today” button. On December
14, 2022, the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) announced temporary funding for schools to
offer meals free of charge to students who qualify for reduced-price meal bene�ts. This funding is
effective January 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024, or until the allotted funding runs out. To complete
the free or reduced meal application click here.--

Uniforms
School Uniforms
Please make sure your student is wearing the school uniform. When students come to school out of
uniform we send them to the uniform closet located in the health o�ce to change. We are noticing
students wearing black pants instead of their uniform. We have also noticed students wearing only
their sweaters without a uniform shirt underneath. As a reminder our uniform guidelines are below.
STUDENT DRESS –UNIFORM GUIDELINES
Heights students wear school uniforms. When purchasing school uniforms, we ask that you select
items from the “School Uniform Section'' of a store and not just look for clothes that match the color of
the uniform. For example, basketball shorts and sweatpants come in navy blue, but are not considered
uniform style clothing. The options are as follows:

Tops: White, navy or red collared shirt, blouse, turtleneck, or mock turtleneck. Next year for the 2023-
2024 school year, we will be adding that all uniforms should be a solid color. We have noticed that
some uniform selections come with stripes and other embellishments. Please keep this in mind as you
purchase school uniforms. This will also be a requirement for uniform bottoms.
Bottoms: All bottoms are to be of school uniform style. Navy or khaki shorts, skort, skirts, pants,
jumpers, capri pants or dresses. (Joggers, leggings, sweatpants, jeans are not acceptable uniform
style bottoms)

Shoes: Shoes should be worn at all times. They should ensure that students are able to walk to class
safely and participate in all classes. Slippers, shoes with skates, slides and �ip-�op style sandals are
not permitted.

Non uniform clothing that is worn underneath the uniform. Examples include undershirts and
leggings/tights. All undershirts must be a uniform color – red, navy blue, or white. All leggings/tights
must be a solid color. Permitted colors for leggings/tights to be worn underneath uniform bottoms are
–red, navy blue, white or black. Jeans and other denim items may only be worn on designated PTO
fundraiser $1 dress days and/or picture days.

https://family.titank12.com/
https://family.titank12.com/
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**** New Bus Rider a.m. and p.m. routes****
Parents see the link for the update times on the pick-up and drop-off!
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